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ARCIDTECTURAL DESCRIPTION

see continuation sheet

Describe architecturalfeatures. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms ofother buildings within the community.

* 148 Main Street is a brick Sx3-bay, 2 1I2-story, side-gabled store with elements ofthe Federal style; a full-width hipped porch
covers the first story ofthe ~ade; a 2-story rear addition has been built ofwood with wood clapboard sheathing
* Decorative features include the molded cornice, gable returns, 2 corbelled chimneys at the edges of the front slope of the roof
and the symmetrical fenestration in the fa~ade; the porch is has square posts supporting three modified segmental arched
openings across the facade
* Windows in the second story of the fayade and on both stories of the side elevations are 6/6 double-hung sash with stone lintels
and sills; the 2 windows in the first story oftbe fayade are larger single-pane fixed sash with stone sills that alternate bays with the
two double-leaf doors, all ofwhich have plain trim
* The detached bam in the rear is a 2-story, front-gabled form with elements ofthe Victorian Eclectic style; decorative features
include the comer pilasters, gable returns, pyramidal ventilator on the roofridge and the gabled dormer in the south roof slope;
access is through a plainly trimmed rolling vehicle door in the south comer of the fayade; exterior walls are clad in wood
clapboards
* The well-maintained Federal style brick Woods store is the sole example of brick construction from the period still in
commercial use
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see continuation sheets

Discuss the history ofthe building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses ofthe building, and the
role(s) the owners /occupants played within the community.
The original owner of 148 Main Street was the storekeeper and hop dealer Henry H. Woods who had the building built in 1835,
just six years before his death according to Dr. Green. Mr. Woods, who occupied a predecessor building on the same site in
1830, lived next door to the south according to the 1847 Butler map. This is the current site of 142 Main Street which was
moved to the parcel after the Woods' house burned c. 1900. Mr. Woods acquired a partner by 1843 named George Sewall
Boutwell who, in addition to becoming the store's sole owner until 18SS, was elected governor of Massachusetts from 1851-53,
was appointed secretary ofthe U.S. Treasury under U. S. Grant and served in numerous other posts including postmaster for a
time in this building. Governor Boutwell lived at 172 Main Street (MIlC #4) and was taxed in 1847 for ownership of$S,OOO in
stock in trade which, according to records on file at the Bostonian Society, included groceries and clothing. He was also the legal
owner of the store, 1/2 a house and $S,600 in personal property in his capacity as guardian ofthe Woods children after their
father's death. From 1865-1868, the upper floors were occupied by Dr. William Ambrose Webster, a Civil War veteran.
Subsequent store owners were the partners Brigham (resident of 153 Main Street MHC #7) and Parker and later Andrew
Robbins in 1875 according to the Beers atlas. The 1875 atlas depicts Andrew Robbins as the owner ofthe store and tax records
show he owned 8 farms in Groton, the former Eaton Farm at 227 Boston Road (MHC #64) among them which contained 85 of
his total of216 + acres, much larger than the average landholding. He also owned a soapstone quarry and related buildings
making him a wealthy man compared to his neighbors, although he was listed in the 1855 census as a milk peddler. By 1889, the
store was owned by J. Robbins and occupied by the Sheedy Brothers' store according to the 1889 Walker atlas which also shows
that the store and the Woods' house had been connected since 1875. The lawyer Bradford Russell (born c. 1797) had offices here
from c. 1848-1870 while living at or near 163 Main Street and the dentist Franklin E. Gilson had offices in the store from 1880-c.
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Historical Narrative

1890. The Woods house burned c. 1890 and was replaced on the site by the relocated Trowbridge-Robbins House (MHC #9) c. 1900.
Dr. Green notes that at the time of his writing in the 1890s, the store was owned by David Herbert Shattuck And Co. Sanborn fire
insurance maps from 1906 depict the brick store with a wood frame rear addition and two detached outbuildings. General store owners
John H. Sheedy and Co. were subsequent owners by 1918 and descendants continue to own the building, although they rented it to the
grocer E. E. Gray in 1929 according to the resident directory. Michael Sheedy Jr. (b. 1856), was a GPL Trustee, Groton Water
Company founder and director, Groton Leatherboard (MHC #s 182-188) founder and treasurer from 1899-1933 with four partners,
Lawrence Academy Treasurer for 48 years and Trustee 52 years, Lawrence graduate in 1873, and worked 30 years as a grocery
wholesaler in Boston. His son Winthrop was a president of Groton Leatherboard in West Groton and his other son Carl was Vice
President. Local historian Isabel Beal recalled that the Woods Store was used by the Red Cross during WWII. The post office
opposite the Woods Store burned in 1942, after which time it was relocated to this building where it remained until the early 21 st
century.
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form
Check all that apply:
Individually eligible X

Eligible only in a historic district

Contributing to a potential historic district X
Criteria:
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The Greek Revival Style store at 148 Main Street is potentially eligible for the National Register of Historic
Places as an individual resource at the local level. The original owner was the storekeeper and hop dealer
Henry H. Woods who had the building built in 1835, just six years before his death according to Dr. Green. Mr.
Woods, who occupied a predecessor building on the same site in 1830, lived next door to the south according to
the 1847 Butler map. Mr. Woods acquired a partner by 1843 named George Sewall Boutwell who, in addition
to becoming the store's sole owner until 1855, was elected governor of Massachusetts from 1851~53, was
appointed secretary ofthe u.S. treasury from 1869-73 under U. S. Grant and served in nwnerous other posts
including postmaster for a time in this building. Governor Boutwell lived at 172 Main Street (MIlC #4) and
was taxed in 1847 for ownership of $5,000 in stock in trade which, according to records on file at the Bostonian
Society, included groceries and clothing. The building's associations with historic political and commercial
activity establish its significance under Criterion A. The design of the brick store's symmetrical facade, the
surviving historic exterior materials and architectural details make the property eligible under Criterion C. The
store retains integrity of design, materials and workmanship.

